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Lack of time,
pandemic —
nothing could
stop the
consistent
publication of
sutra. This is
the biggest
achievement.
In other
words, that’s
the vital force
to run the
magazine.
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Editorial

Sutra magazine was first published in 2019. Before the publication of the
magazine, the name ‘Sutra’ was selected by the editorial board members from
the suggestions received. The word ‘Sutra’ has several meanings. It refers to
‘connection’ or the ‘thread’. The thread is also used to hold different items
together. The word ‘Sutra’ may mean any scientific or mathematical formula or
aremedy to a problem. Whichever it means, itis always positive.

As a literary magazine, Sutra’s role is to transcend the boundaries of time and
unite the creative thoughts of the members of the ‘Bose family’. From that
perspective, the name of the magazine is successful. There is another invisible
connection that bounds the members of Sutra in a team. Everytime some
students sponteniously came forward to be a part of the Sutra’ team. New faces
come. Those faces are again replaced by new faces. New editorial board is
formed. Collecting materials for Sutra, discussing among editorial board
members, talking to the authors, if needed, selecting pictures, creating covers,
proof reading before printing — all these are new experiences for many. And in
the context of working together, the understanding between editorial group
becomes sound, which remains a memory forever. Those who were once
actively involved in publishing ‘Sutra’ are now readers at India or abroad.
However, when the new issue of ‘Sutra’ is published, they also read it’s digital
version uploaded on the web. The connection between the former and the
existing members is created. New hands come forward to hold the flag they
once held. Lack of time, pandemic — nothing could stop the consistent
publication of sutra. This is the biggest achievement. In other words, that’s the
vital force to run the magazine.

We hope that this new issue of ‘Sutra’ (volume 4) with various articles, stories,
poems, travelogues photographs and reports of various sports and cultural
activities held in the center will be similarly attractive like the previous issues.
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INSTINCTS

Sovik Roy

Nature is diversified, human nature is more
diversified. This diversity in human nature shows
more precision when we compare (say) two or
more humans with respect to a fixed profession.
Sometimes these diversified behaviours are very
hilarious. I came across this aspect of human
nature in research profession too. Now as [ am
writing this article, this is tickling my funny
bones.

Charles Darwin, in his ‘Origin of Species’
described many instances of peculiarities among
plant and animal kingdoms. One such which
grabbed my attention, and which I am going to
correlate with my objective of this article, is the
following. Darwin talked about slave making
instincts of ants. This remarkable instinct can be
observed in various types of ant species,
specifically in Formica (Polyerges) rufescens and
Formica sanguinea, which are the two
protagonists of my present article. The significant
difference between these two communities are as
follows.

F. rufescens (FR) is completely dependent on
slave ants from its own community. The slave ants
determine the lifestyle of FR. FRs don’t build
their own nest, don’t determine their own
migration (which is part and parcel for survival),
don’t collect their own foods and cannot even
feed themselves. Their slave ants do the above
activities for the masters. On the other hand,
Formica sanguinea (FS) have a limited number of
slaves. In this case, the masters determine when
and where a new nest will be built; when and
where to migrate. During migration, FRs are
carried by their slaves while FSs carry their
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slaves. When FRs’ are not given access to their
slaves, the masters don’t survive whereas in the
FSs’ community, the slaves are sometimes
mingled with their masters, leaving the nests and
marching towards survival together.

In my research career, I also saw, and that I
can remember now, F. rufescens and F. sanguinea
supervisors. To me F. rufescens master is that
person, who though once was active in his area of
expertise, is now exhausted with ideas. So he
looks forward to his scholars to publish papers.
He asks his students to look for a new idea. The
scholars search in archive, migrate to a new sub-
branch if needed. During this process they
convince their master and put him into the new
shoes so that they can quickly fill their dry lands
with drinkable water. But
physically migrate somewhere else, the master

if the scholars

doesn’t survive. But this never happens as F.
rufescens master makes many slaves. F.
sanguinea supervisor, on the other hand, takes
very few students under his umbrella and he is
happy with that. Because this type of supervisor
builds his own domain of interest, he attends
colloquiums and seminars and he determines
whether any sort of migration is at all needed for
his scholars. So scholars of F. sanguinea
community live a happier and worry-free life than
those of F. rufescens’ whereas F. rufescens
community scholars are more hardworking than
those of F. sanguineas’.

Now as you are reading my article, try to find
out which community you belong to!
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BECKONING THE CAT

Poonam Kumari

On their way back from school, as they
approached Mr Lal’s house, Saloni asked her
younger sister Deepti “Should I go in now?”. “We
are already late, let’s come back later” replied
Deepti. When they reached home, Saloni
reminded Deepti not to tell anyone of the incident
atschool today.

As soon as they entered the house, they heard
Dadi shouting. She was in a foul mood again. Was
itsomething Maa did, or they, was not clear yet. I
had the key all the time with me!” dadi muttered
to herself. As they went into the kitchen, Maa told
them “the cat destroyed the cream again. Ghee
was also open. We had to throw away
everything”. Everyday dadi kept cream from the
milk in a container and lock it in a cupboard, after
two or three days when there was enough cream
stored, she made ghee out of it. No one was
allowed to have the ghee or any of the other treats
like murabbas and laddoos without her
permission. She gave one or two pieces
sometimes to Deepti and Saloni, but most of it
was sent to their uncle’s house who lived with his
wife in a town few hours from theirs. Ever since
the news came that Ritu aunty was pregnant, Dadi
has been making more murabbas and mathris. But
for the past six months, exactly since the time
Salony discovered that the key to the terrace can
open dadi’s cupboard, every now and then marks
of the size of small fingers and shape of a cat’s
claws were found on the cream, never eaten
though, just left unusable.

On any other day Saloni would have watched
her steps, but today, she had other pressing things
in mind than to worry about dadi’s foul mood.
After lunch, while she was doing the dishes,
hesitantly she asked her mother who was feeding
her one-month-old brother, “Can I have ten
rupees, I have to buy drawing charts for school”.
She regretted the choice of purchase as soon as
she said it. Mother replied without looking up
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“you know I don’t have any money with me, ask
your father when he gets home.” Plan A seemed
to be faling. Saloni had to rely on other
alphabets, She needed a new plan quickly.

Their father worked at the post office. Raju’s
father was the postmaster there. Today in school
Raju made fun of her faded school dress and
unevenly breaded hair. Yesterday it was her old
shoes and the day before was her old bag. At
lunch she had enough of his bullying and decided
to take matters into her own hands only to let go
when Raju threatened to complain to his father
while his head was pressed against the wall and
hands behind his back. She did not think this
through. They spent all of biology class
negotiating the terms of her punishment using
paper chits. The agreed upon solution was for her
to fetch his cricket ball from Mr. Lal’s yard,
which he lost last week. Saloni’s plan A was to
buy anew ball and declare it being rescued.

Mr Lal’s house was close to theirs. The only
problem was that it was considered haunted, as a
result they were not allowed to go anywhere near
it. No one lived there and no one ever went
inside. People often claimed they heard noises
from inside.

Saloni’s main concern was not the ghost but
the lack of time. Raju gave her time till tomorrow
morning before morning assembly. After doing
the dishes and cleaning the kitchen she would
have about twenty minutes left before father
would come back, and in that time, she had to go
in the yard, look for the ball and get back home.
All of this was possible, if dadi did not ask them
to do anything else. Refusing dadi’s orders
would be another chapter to deal with. And sure,
enough as soon as she finished cleaning the
kitchen, dadi came with a basket of raw
mangoes, handing a knife to her, she began
peeling them for pickle.




“CanIdoitlater, please ? I want to go out and
play”

“You are thirteen now! You need to learn this,
your mother-in-law will complain, once you get
married that we didn’t teach you anything!”

Please dadi, please let us go for just half an
hour, we will help you catching the cat” pleaded
Deepti. Knowing her dadi and her luck, Saloni
picked up the knife. She shrugged thinking of the
humiliation at school and scolding at home the
next day. Slowly, she began peeling the mangoes.

“Alright just this once, and only for half an
hour also you have to find the cat” said dadi.

“At least for a month now the cat should not,
destroy anything Deepti said with a smile to
Saloni as they walked towards Mr. Lal’s house.
They could not believe their luck. Last time dadi
was this generous on Kumari Puja six months
back when mother went to the city to see the
doctor when she was pregnant with her younger
brother. She gave fifty rupees to all the nine girls
who were there for kumari Puja. That day all the
food was prepared by her in ghee. She was very
anxious all day until Maa came back. That night
after dinner when the electricity in their phase
was out and the entire family was on the terrace
Dadi gave them the key to the cuphoard for the
only time ever, and asked them to bring ladoos for
everyone. Even with the lamp in the hand Deepti
refused to walk in the front. Saloni was not afraid
of darkness, so she walked ahead without the
lamp. When they got down, she put the key on the
table to fill kerosene in the lamp and accidentally
took the wrong key to open the cupboard. Both
sisters were delighted when they discovered the
mix-up of the keys.

As they reached Mr. Lal’s house, they began
discussing the strategy to rescue the ball. It was
decided that Deepti would stand outside, and
Saloni would go in. If Father or anyone else was
seen Deepti would start singing and go home.
Saloni was supposed to hide until Deepti came
back. Saloni jumped the fence and began looking
for the ball. There was an old chair in the lawn
made of cement covered with dust. Saloni
resisted the urge to write her name on it. The clock
was ticking, and she did not know where to begin.

As she approached the porch, she heard some
noise coming from behind the house. Clutching
her hand, she moved slowly towards the back of
the house, trying to be as quiet as possible. There
was a small, shaded space with shelves on the
wall. She waited for a few seconds trying to hear
Deepti singing, then moved closer to the shelves.
Beside the shelves were some bricks. A pair of
round black small eyes was staring at her from
behind those bricks. For a second, she stood
forzen out of surprise rathr than fear. It was a
black cat. Beside the cat was the green cosco ball.
The struggle to get the cat out of the way went for
a few minutes as she tried shooing her away with
stones. Finally, she remembered the piece of
murabba in her pocket and that did the trick.
Holding the ball as she emerged victorius, Saloni
hugged Deepti. They completed their mission in
less than fiften minutes. On their way back Saloni
told Deepti about the cat and the fun they would
have describing the cat to Dadi.

By the time they reached, father was already
home. He was having tea sitting beside Dadi who
was cutting the mangoes. Maa was feeding their
brother. Saloni quietly picked up a knife and
began cutting the mangoes, while Deepti began
playing with her brother’s feet.

“I will go with them tomorrow”, said father.
Saloni looked questionably towards her mother.

“To the doctor, to find out if Ritu anunty is
having aboy ora girl” replied Maa

“We can know about it ?”” asked Deepti with a
surprise.

Maa nodded in consent, “We did for him,
remember on Kumari puja, when we went to the
doctor” said mother patting her brother.

“Yeah, it is better to find out in the beginning
when we can do something about it” said Dadi
collecting the pile of mangos which can’t be used
for pickle in a plastic bag. Giving the bag to
Saloni, she indicated it to be thrown away. Saloni
took the bag full of unwanted mangoes and
walked to the door. She glanced back at her
brother on Maa’s lap. The evening sun was
illuminating the doorway. As she stepped outside
in the bright light, Saloni was scared for the first
time.

G
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A CONFESSION SOMETHING

Gaurab Samanta Abha Mahato

I have seen the worst Something, there is something

Which truly made up my mind wonder about it ?

Maybe I got the answers only the questions

had to find Nothing to find, nothing to find
It is hard to quit, which makes me believe Cause you can never cheat
Justapartofmeisalive Go away, run away as soon as you can

) . Nothing is able to diminish your pain
I'took part in the festival of death

You have to lose your senses to earn their faith Wake up...ooh...there is no much breeze

They chose the crown over the crowd Go ahead, otherwise something can make
They are creatures of nothing but lust you freeze
And we must celebrate the nemesis, not the . ..
past just stop...it is too much
perhaps you will be deprived of someone’s
I'was confused in my mind touch...

A girl gave me hope and the strength to live,
She finds a way to break the chain

Unfortunately, she gets trapped in the
labyrinth of pain.

Ilived in the dark

Getting trapped in a society of fake honour
An animal; I became an animal

under false humanity and

ready to accept their insanity of honour killing

and I was shouting in my mind, “Please do not
listen to those bustards”

But

Ikilled her

I painted a naked globe with her sacred blood
I'adorn her with ugly roses

I abscond with her promises,

DidIconfess?

Suranjana Chakrabarty
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THE COLOUR OF
THE JOURNEY LONELINESS

Shaheerah Shahid Santanu Mukherjee

I would be lying if I said I’ve been alright, I watched the street
learning that [ ain’t good enough, lonely with a yellow light
losing every fight, when a gentle wind
The insecurities and failures weigh down hard, carried the distant whispers!
but “you can’t be sulking living what someone

else’s dream” duh! Along with a fading noise
Being misunderstood doesn’t bother me it carried a obscure voice -

anymore, with all these so fulfilling

Being where I am doesn’t excite me like

I'am still missing something!

before.
The strive for more is over whelming,
astory without an ending.

While they advertise all that’s good, to the
point I am convinced I am blind,

unable to see what’s true.
The tunnel is dark and cold;
There isno end.

The journey continues;

So long, my friend.

and touching the breeze passing by

ESSE OF LIFE [ found my heart, being

empty like a looted cart!

Looking at the star over the sky

Let not these moments fade, o
just like the street below

let not the past cascade,
Iam lonely - I am low!
With the growing darkness

yellow becomes

It’s failures and insecurities,
upon the future’s happy serenade.
Letnot your dreams sink, )
into the depths of past cries, the colour of loneliness!
while you’re still on the brink,

remember, you can fly.

G
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THE TRAVELERS

Santanu Mukherjee

Oh my mother, Earth
what would happen
ifnothing addsup ?

What would happen if
ariver destined to reach
sea, loses its flow before the beach ?

What would happen if

abird, out for a great migration
loses its way in dry desert sand
and the folk never mention ?

What would happen if
A man strong in will
Compelled to bow down
and sit beneath the hill
of misfortune!

I know, no one would care

the difficulty, that the traveler has to bear!
or whether the play was fare and square!
Destiny is all that matters, here!

But oh my mother, Earth
Will youremember ?
The fire of will that

they set in their heart ?

GO

PARALLEL

Sayanti Mondal

Suddenly I find you in the crowd
Although you were always in the world,
What you speak, what you show

Feels so soothing just like snow.

When you look the nature in your way
Feelsit’s another body with my own eyes.
Whatever you say, are the words of mine.

What you sing, are the songs I want to
hear.

how you enjoy the rain, is the feeling I want
to feel.

The way you see the life, [ want to live ...

We have never met before, why you feel
so known ?

We resonate although you are calm and
me windy, how !

We are so different but we are so alike ...

It’s like walking the same way with the
same direction.

While walking on the ups and downs of
life,

Even if everything goes foggy again with
the time going.

Even if I can’t find you again with the life
progressing.

I hope you will always be with me with the
same closeness.

Just like the parallel lines on a paper, but
the irony is

We shall neither be apart nor be crossed.

=
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Note : Love has been a central theme in Sufi
traditions, articulated through the ‘Seven Stages
of Love’, these stages : Dilkashi (Attraction), Uns
(Attachment), Mohabbat (Love), Akidat (Trust),
Ibadat (Worship), Junoon (Madness) and Maut
(Death) eloquiently depict the seeker’s path to
true love.
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ADVENTURES IN KABINI : A ROLLERCOASTER JOURNEY
OF SURPRISES AND LAUGHTER

Tuhin Kumar Maji

The life of a research scholar is no walk in the
park. Weekends usually get occupied by
academic pursuits, leaving little time for
recreational activities. But once in a while, fate
smiles at us and provides us with an unexpected
opportunity. This was the case when we found out
our supervisor would be away for the weekend.
Without further ado, we decided to take a surprise
journey to the enthralling Kabini forest.

Kabini, located about 200 kilometres from
Bangalore, has its own distinct beauty. The
stunning backwater of the Kabini River, which
provides a touch of peace to the vivid forest, is its
main appeal. We booked our stay at the lovely
Kabini Kaanana guesthouse, noted for its
stunning views of the backwater, in a frenzy of
enthusiasm. Imagine waking up with serene seas
on one side and beautiful jungle on the other.

Our journey began at 5 a.m., when we
departed from I[ISc Bangalore. We had no idea
that the first dose of humour would be waiting for
us at Yesvantpur railway station. As luck would
have it, the train we had reserved, the Humpi
Express, was scheduled to arrive at platform
number one. However, fate had other intentions,
and the train came right under our noses on
platform number 2. Alas, we missed the train and
were greeted by a comical twist to start our trip.
Haha! Undaunted, we waited another 2.5 hours
before getting a random train to Mysuru, which

The Humpy Express, which we missed at the
start of our journey
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arrived at 11.30 p.m. We were already 2.5 hours
behind schedule, forcing us to abandon our
dreams of indulging in Mysore Paak, a renowned
local sweet.

Determined to make the most of our
adventure, we promptly hired a car and embarked
on the 60-kilometer journey from Mysuru to
Kabini. Anticipating a smooth ride, we soon
discovered that even Elon Musk’s Tesla would
struggle to navigate the chaotic Indian roads. The
traffic was insane, and the auto-rickshaw drivers
seemed to think they ruled the road. Despite the
difficulties, we continued carefully. However, in a
peculiar twist, an auto-rickshaw driver parked his
vehicle in an oblique manner, resembling Sanath
Jayasuriya’s batting stance.

Our car brushed up against the auto,
triggering a series of events that led us to assume
World War Il was about to break out!

The auto-rickshaw driver chased us down and
brought us to a halt. With animated gestures and a
flurry of words in his local language, he
unleashed a barrage of complaints. Unfazed by
the language barrier, I patiently waited for the
moment when he would demand money. He
finally asked for compensation after a long rant of
curses (which I couldn’t understand but secretly
found humorous). I passed him the money, and we
were back on our way. That was the second hiccup
in our voyage, after the missed train. Finally, we
arrived at our lovely Kabini Kaanana cottage, and
the real adventure began!

The areal view of the backwater in the middle of nature




The homestay, which was located along the
banks of the Kabini backwater, provided a
panoramic view of the river and the surrounding
forest. All the exhaustion of our travel melted
away the moment we stepped inside. We were
welcomed with a fantastic lunch of chicken curry
and a variety of delectable dishes. The symphony
of chirping birds in the background caught our
attention, adding a touch of magic to our meal.
Dining in the company of squitrels and birds was
a refreshing contrast from the urban fine dining
experiences we were used to.

Eager to explore the backwater, we wasted no
time and made our way to the riverbank. The
temperature dropped noticeably, accompanied by
a cool air whispering through the trees. We made
our way to the serene river bank, where we put up
our speaker and indulged in blissful relaxation.
Nature’s soothing noises engulfed us as we
relaxed at the water’s side, immersing ourselves
in the tranquil ambience.

The inviting sight of the crystal-clear water
tempted us to take an impromptu swim, despite
the lingering fear of crocodiles. We couldn’t resist
the allure of the safe bathing spot, and for over an
hour, we lost ourselves in the mesmerizing waves
of the Kabini backwater. The strong wind added
to the sensation, evoking the feeling of being in
the midst of a vast sea within the Kabini jungle.
Reluctantly, we emerged from the water, only to
be greeted by the homestay staff, who surprised us
with snacks and tea by the riverbank. Ahh, the
bliss of sipping hot tea in the lap of the Kabini
River, with a cool breeze enveloping us, while the
distant call of peacocks serenaded our ears.

What more could you desire in life than music in the midst of
nature and ariver?

We finally returned to the resort after our tea
party. Evening sets quickly in the forest,
accompanied by a symphony of sounds that
electrify the atmosphere. As if to top off the
surprises, our homestay arranged a barbecue
experience for us. Only the background songs of
birds and other creatures provided a melodic

soundtrack to our chat as the jungle was covered
in darkness. The atmosphere was exhilarating,
and the sensation of sitting by the roaring fire,
discussing life outside the boundaries of dull
science that filled our days at IISc, was
unforgettable. It’s hard to put into words the
overwhelming sensation that engulfed us,
surrounded by the pitch-black jungle, with
nothing but the flickering flames for light and the
silence that we rarely encounter in Bangalore.
Time flew by unnoticed, and before we knew it,
the clock struck midnight, signaling the end of
five long hours spent in the jungle, reveling in the
bliss of the barbecue.

The Bonfire night in the heart of jungle with
pin-drop silence

With the night drawing to a close, it was time
to retire for some much-needed rest. We had an
early morning jungle safari awaiting us on the
following day. Little did we know that our
adventure had only just begun.

Day 2 : Thrills and Wonders in the Kabini
Wildlife Reserve

Kabini, a renowned wildlife reserve near
Mysore, was the destination for our second day of
adventure. With its rich history as the hunting
grounds of the Royal family of Mysuru, the forest
holds tales of majestic elephants and ferocious
tigers. The protected Tiger reserve and the Rajiv
Gandhi National park, along with neighbouring
national parks, form the largest protected area in
Southern India, totaling over 2,000 square
kilometers.

Having pre-booked the jungle safari for
6:30 am, we knew we had to wake up early.
Unfortunately, our previous day’s misadventures
made us apprehensive about missing the safari.
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Hurrying against the clock, we raced to the
Kakana Kote Safari Centre, anticipating a
thrilling day ahead.

The safari started off with a bus ride with open
windows that put us right in the middle of the
forest. With over 250 species of birds, including
the endangered oriental white-backed vulture, the
Nagarhole forests are recognized for their

The Kabini Kakana Kote Safari center

diversified birdlife. the red sand that coated the
woodland added a distinct flavour to our
adventure, making it both hot and vibrant. Within
the lush greenery of Kabini’s forest, we traversed
a muddy broken road, weaving through the
vibrant foliage and towering trees. The contrast
between the fiery hues of the road and the
surrounding verdant landscape created a striking
visual spectacle. It was a reminder that even
amidst the beauty of nature, there are traces of
imperfection and obstacles to overcome.
Nevertheless, the allure of Kabini’s green
paradise
remained
unyielding,
enticing us at
every step.

As the
safari began,
we were
greeted by
herds of deer
engaging in
spirited fights,
displaying
their strength
and authority.
Atroop of wild
dogs came
across our way, confidently ruling the road. The
near contact with these wild animals left us
speechless, delivering an up-close encounter with
nature’s wonders.
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Unexpected encounter with a herd of wild Gaurs

Soon, a magnificent peacock caught our
attention, it took flight, its colorful feathers on
full display, presenting a stunning image against
the backdrop of the forest.

Just as we marveled at the national bird, a
group of majestic Gaurs emerged, playfully
blocking our way. Witnessing them
sharpening their horns against deadwood
added to the authenticity of the wildlife
experience.

Oh Dear, here is the deer.

As we continued our safari, we reached the
riverbank, where a breathtaking sight awaited us.
Over 500 deer were distributed along the
riverbank of Kabini, creating a stunning sight out
of a documentary. This beautiful sight left us in
awe.

Feeling
content with
our safari
adventure, we
w e r ¢
disheartened
that we hadn’t
caught a
glimpse of the
elusive “Bagh-
Mama?”
(Tiger). Our
disappointmen
t suddenly
turned to
exhilaration as our guide quickly whispered,
“Sssshhhh, silent, the tiger is coming.” The
anticipation grew as we searched for the source of
the sound. And there it was, a real tiger crossing




the road gently, only 10 meters behind our
vehicle. The once-in-a-lifetime opportunity had
arrived, and we hastily grabbed our cameras to
record the breathtaking scenery. The tiger
appeared to pose for us before vanishing into the
forest. We had no idea how exciting things were

A eye soothing view : hundreds of deer
wandering along the riverbank.

about to get. Little did we know that the thrill was
far from over.

Driving through the tiger’s territory, we
experienced the exhilaration of passing through
the line of fire. To our astonishment, the tiger
reappeared from
the bush,
presenting fresh
possibilities for
photographers.
Our hearts were
filled with
delight as we
watched the
magnificent
creature in its
natural habitat.

To add to
our already
overflowing
memories, we
encountered a
family of
elephants crossing the road, complete with
parents and adorable elephant calves. The
trumpeting sound filled the air, adding to the
spectacular atmosphere. We also saw a lone

Sudden meeting with a family of elephant crossing the road.

elephant munching happily on grass, utilizing its
trunk with grace and power.

Amidst all this, a pack of Dhole (wild dogs)
appeared, ready to give us their best poses. We
seized the moment and captured some stunning
images of these unique creatures. With each
passing minute, the safari unfolded new surprises
and increased our excitement.

After a thrilling 2.5-hour safari, filled with
unforgettable encounters and a myriad of
emotions, we returned to our homestay. Returning
to our homestay, we indulged in a homemade
breakfast of puri-sabji, savoring every bite as we
reminisced about our safari adventures. With only
a few hours before departure, we decided to visit
the mini forest outside the guesthouse. Wandering
through the lush greenery, we absorbed the
tranquility of the surroundings for the remaining
30 minutes, creating lasting memories.

We returned to the riverbank one last time
before saying goodbye to Kabini, savoring the
tranquil scenery and reminiscing the wonderful
moments we had shared. Reluctantly, we left
behind this
natural paradise,
filled with
beautiful
memories that
would forever
hold a special
place in our
hearts.

A s w e
reluctantly made
our way back to
Bangalore, the
memories of
Kabini lingered
in our minds,
leaving us with a
profound sense
of awe and appreciation for the natural world.
With a mix of emotions and a renewed
appreciation for the natural world, we returned to
Bangalore, bringing with us the spirit of Kabini.
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The Tiger appears with his elegance

The surreal landscapes, the captivating wildlife,
and the exhilarating moments of the safari had 4 W’Z" ‘}’:"g Wh}): should ’h@f@“wc" i’”w"
touched us deeply. And when we returned to the all the fun when we can also pose

comforts of the city, we knew that the memories o ]
and enchantment of Kabini would continue to

inspire us, reminding us of the beauty and
importance of our priceless natural heritage. In
my thought, the whispers of the drying leaves, the
silence of the forest, the chirping of birds, the
calmness of River Kabini, thrilling safaris, and
the excitement of sighting wildlife, are enough
reasons to visit Kabini one more time.

Till then adios.

Beautiful Greenery in the Jungle

The pose master : with a wonderful pose.
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DISCOVERING THE WORLD, DISCOVERING MYSELF :
A SCHOLAR’S TALE

Pratap Kumar Pal

Travel wasn’t exactly my thing while growing up.
In my family, we didn’t have the tradition of
exploring new places, and it seemed that the
world beyond our immediate surroundings was a
distant dream. So, [ never quite warmed up to the
idea of taking short trips, even when friends
suggested we visit local gems like Bandel
Church, Sikkim, or even Darjeeling. My
dedication to not missing a single school class
was unwavering, and [ passed up on these
opportunities. It’s ironic because I was born and

raised in West Bengal, a state that boasts the
beautiful Bay of Bengal coastline, with
destinations like Digha gracing its shores. Yet, I
didn’t lay eyes on the sea until I turned 23! My
focus was always on my texbooks, and I was, by
all accounts, a diligent student. However, when it
came to life experiences, | was somewhat lacking.
All that changed when I embarked on my PhD
journey at S. N. Bose Centre. Life seemed to be
chugging along as usual until the fateful day in
August 2019, specifically on the 25th. It was then
that Sourav da and Santanu da, my senior lab
mates, decided to whisk me away from the
confines of the laboratory. They had an unscripted
plan to visit Bakkhali beach, and, to my surprise,
Santanu da had his own car for the trip. I agreed

without much thought. As we neared the beach,
the distant sound of the roaring sea reached my
ears, and something inside me stirred. Without
hesitation, [ broke into a sprint towards the source
of that mesmerizing sound. It was then that I
realized — I had fallen in love with the sea, with
beaches, and with the world waiting to be
explored. I made a promise to myself. I would
discover numerous places, starting with the
renowned Goa beach and even some beyond
India, all within the duration of my PhD. Goa
became a reality in February 2023, thanks to the
ICAM-2023 conference and a bit of persuasion
with my advisor with a bunch of cool buddies. But
before I dive into the Italy trip, dear readers, I
intentionally took this detour to set the stage for
the adventure that awaited me.

As soon as the email confirming the
acceptance of my abstract for the IEEE Magnetics
Summer School landed in my inbox (around April
if I recall correctly), I felt like a kid on Christmas
morning. The sheer excitement of venturing
abroad for the very first time, a dream I’d nurtured
for so long, had me buzzing with anticipation. The
icing on the cake ? This adventure was set to be a
wallet-friendly one. However, the technical
checklist began to grow — visas, accommo-
dations, and all those nittygritty details. The stage
was set for the prestigious IEEE Magnetics
School 2023, held in the picturesque city of Bari,
Italy, from the 11th to the 16th of June. My
journey commenced on the 10th of June from
Kolkata airport, with plans to reach Brindisi
airport in Italy via layovers in Mumbai and
Zurich, Switzerland. Now, here’s where the
adventure truly began. My Air India flight from
Kolkata to Mumbai decided to give me an
unexpected three-hour delay, effectively
shrinking my 4.5-hour layover in Mumbai to a
heart-pounding 1.5 hours! Why was this nerve-
wracking, you ask? Well, I had to switch from Air
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India to Swiss Airlines, and I also had to complete
the immigration process in Mumbai, as this was
my maiden voyage beyond India’s borders. The
air was thick with tension, and even the Air India
crew in Kolkata couldn’t provide much
reassurance, citing a lack or collaboration
between the two airlines. Nevertheless, luck was
on my side, and I managed to catch that
connecting flight just in the nick of time. Once on
the Swiss flight, I made a quick call home to
reassure my worried family that I had indeed
caught the flight and would likely be out of touch
during the journey. The eight-hour journey from
Mumbai to Switzerland on Swiss Airlines was
nothing short of delightful. The food, ambience,
and seat comfort were top-notch, but they
couldn’t lull me to sleep. I found myself awake
throughout the night, observing other passengers
in their peaceful slumber. Each seat boasted a
screen with real-time flight information — route,
altitude, speed, outside temperature, and points of
interest. I couldn’t take my eyes off that screen
and spent the entire night engrossed in it. I
touched down in Zurich, Switzerland, a land
renowned for its mountains, delectable
chocolates, and exquisite timepieces. The airport
was a visual treat, and I spent a good five hours
exploring every nook and cranny — shops, trains
you name it. The tranquil atmosphere of this
famous airport had me wandering aimlessly,
taking it all in. Just before boarding my flight to
Brindisi, I had a chance encounter with a fellow
IEEE participant, Priya, an Indian residing in the
USA. Our conversation added an enjoyable twist
to the layover, and we chatted the hours away.
Soon, we were aboard the flight to Brindisi, and
after a mere two hours in the air, we landed. What
made this landing particularly unforgettable was
the proximity of the Brindisi airport to the sea. As
the plane descended, it made a breathtaking turn
right over the sea’s surface, just a few hundred
meters above it. The sight of Punta Riso Faro
Verde, resembling a fort in the sea, was a jaw-
dropping natural wonder that left me spell-bound.
It was a visual feast unlike any I had ever
witnessed. As we disembarked with Swiss
chocolate treats from the flight crew, the bright
sun and clear skies greeted us. I had expected
warmth, but the pleasantly cool breeze took me by
surprise. A bus, now filled wth an eclectic mix of
people from around the world, whisked us away
from Brindisi airport to our destination — the Riva
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Marina Resort, a four-star haven in Carovigno,
southern Italy. The view from the bus window,
with lush trees and captivating scenery, left me in
awe! As we pulled up to the resort, my already
high expectations were exceeded. The place was
an absolute gem, adorned with colorful flowers,

inviting swimming pools, charming bars, cozy
cafes, and small hotel rooms that seemed to
beckon us with timeless allure. It was as if this
Italian oasis had been waiting just for us to arrive.

After settling into my room, I wasted no time
in refreshing myself and preparing for the very
first lecture of the IEEE Magnetics Summer
School, Slated to commence at 6 pm local time.
This opening session was a light-hearted hour-
long affair, focusing on the life of a PhD scholar
throughout their five-year tenure. The speaker, a
popular figure among IEEE members, took a
humorous spin on how scholars view their
supervisors over time. In the first year, your
supervisor is seen as nothing less than a “God”.
By the second year, you realize they’re still
learning too. In the third year, you might even
question their supervisory skills, and by the fourth
year, you're left wondering if your supervisor
knows anything at all! Then comes the fifth year
when you think, “Well, maybe they do, but I need
those thesis signatures!” Cue the laughter. The
talk delved into the role of tea in a scholar’s life,
work cultures across different countries, and
much more. It was a delightful blend of fun,
entertainment, and valuable insights, allowing
each of us to relate to our unique academic
journeys. Following the enlightening talk, a
dinner was scheduled, but to my dismay, I
couldn’t partake. The sight of uncooked fish and
vegetables wasn’t exactly appealing to my palate,
but luckily, there was a wide array of delectable




desserts that managed to sate my hunger for the
night. After dinner, we had plans to head to the
swimming pool, but the chilly night water kept
me at bay. The next three days were a whirlwind
of lectures, engaging coffee and lunch breaks
followed by poster sessions. The discussions with
renowned personalities during these breaks were
incredibly enthusiastic and thought-provoking.
However, amidst all the academia, we found time
to visit the nearest beach, which beckoned us with
its deep blue, mesmerizing waters. We ventured
onto a private property beach, bending the rules a
bit! There, we frolicked in the water, snapped

#PolignanoAMare

-

countless photos, and indulged in endless gossip
unitl dinner called us back. Every dinner was a
seafood extravaganza, with an abundance of fish,
pork, and beef dishes. The multitude of dessert
options left me feeling wonderfully indulgent,
and the quality of the juices was top-notch.
Interestingly, finding water tap was far more
challenging than getting a beer tap! The highlight
of the conference had to be the ‘Gala dinner” held
on the 13th of June. To put it in perspective, Gala
Dinners are grand events meant for celebration,
reward, or creating memorable experiences, often
with a specific dress code. The evening featured
professional singers, dancers, and
instrumentalists, transforming it into a

mesmerizing spectacle. As they started dancing,
one by one, everyone joined in. There we were,
dancing alongside professional dancers to lively
Italian tunes, and unforgettable sight with around
100 people from across the globe. The food was
exceptional, and to my surprise, I found myself
not only trying every dish but also developing a
newfound love for Italian cuisine within this very
short period of time. As we explored the local area
around the resort, we were enchanted by the
pristine roads, picturesque cars, charming houses,
inviting beaches, vibrant flowers, and so much
more. These images remained etched in my mind,
ready to transport me back whenever I closed my
eyes. Fast forward to the 14th of June, the
organizers decided to cancel some lectures due to
the absence of speakers and instead took us on a
trip of Polignano a Mare after the poster session.
It was also the day of my poster presentation, so [
swapped my casual outfit for something more
formal. The plan was simple — we had a ten-
minute window after the poster session, and then
the bus would depart. That was the plan, at least.
However, as I readied myself, my mind was
already wandering through the picturesque
Italian streets, historic churches, and inviting
beaches. We had only a few hours to explore the
city, and every corner was a visual masterpiece.
On one side, the beautiful sea sparkled, while
historic streets beckoned on the other. I was torn,
unsure of where to direct my gaze!! The tiny
islands dotting the sea and the white boats gently
gliding through the deep blue waters added
another layer of enchantment. We visited
charming churches, explored local shops, and
took thousands of photos. I practically begged
two or three fellow attendees with iPhones to
capture my moments, and they were more than
willing, often saying, ‘Pratap, pose here, the
background is too beautiful!” We even ventured to
the beach, and it was, without a doubt, the most
beautiful sea beach I had ever laid eyes on. This
gem was nestled in Puglia or Apulia, along the
Adriatic Sea. Italy, a Mediterranean masterpiece,
is celebrated for its diverse regions and
breathtaking coastal landscapes. In the southern
region of Apulia, the city of Bari serves as a
gateway to the Adriatic Sea. As I strolled along
Bari’s coastal beaches, I was utterly spellbound
by the deep blue hues of the Mediterranean Sea
merging seamlessly with the pristine waters of the
Adriatic. The immaculate cleanliness and the
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vibrant colors of the sea created an enchanting
experience. It felt like the universe had painted
this coastal paradise just for us, and I couln’t help
but be profoundly moved by the natural beauty
that surrounded me. Our exploration of Bari
continued with an authentic Italian pizza stop at
‘Al Buco Preferito’, one of Bari’s renowned
pizzerias. The pizza surpassed all expectations,
leaving me pondering what we’d been eating
back in India — was that even pizza?! With our
bellies full of the crispiest, softest, and most
mouth-watering pizza in the world, we ventured
forth to explore the local shops. The roadside
shops held a treasure trove of surprises, from
chocolates to home decor and perfumes. One
perfume shop, in particular, captivated my
attention with its premium appeal and exquisite
scents. Unfortunately, the prices were a tad steep
for my budget, so I contented myself with
admiring from a distance!! Nevertheless, we did
stumble upon some more budget-friendly shops
where I picked up a charming little bag for my
mother and a dashing belt for my father. Now,
onto the most thrilling part of the trip — our visit to
Politecnico di Bari, the hosting university, and an
excursion around the city of Bari. It was the 15th
of June, the second-to-last day of the summer
school. We were whisked away to visit the
university, where nine specially chosen
candidates, myself included — the sole
representative from India — were scheduled to
give talks in front of an excited audience,
including members of the university. The campus
was a sight to behold, boasting well-decorated
classrooms and a vibrant academic atmosphere.
After wrapping up our presentations, we ventured
into Bari, the city itself. For reference, Bari, Italy,
1s renowned for its historic old town, home to the
Basilica di San Nicola and a maze of picturesque
streets. The city is a culinary haven, especially for
seafood lovers, and serves as a major Adriatic port
connecting Italy to the Mediterranean. Our
exploration took us through a labyrinth of narrow
winding streets, charming alleyways, and historic
structures. Bari’s atmosphere was enchanting,
marked by its historic architecture and bustling
street life. The city’s streets were teeming with
people, and numerous churches dotted the
landscape. We managed to visit two of them,
including the famous Basilica di San Nicola.
Coincidentally, we were treated to an Italian
wedding inside the church — it felt like watching a

58 | 39 ¥ Sutra 2025

scene from a movie. A crowd eagerly awaited the
bride and groom with flowers and cameras just
outside the church gate, where the couple would
exchange their first kiss. I couldn’t resist and
rushed out of the church to catch a glimpse — it
was an astonishing experience, to say the least,
and I cherished every moment of it. Our journey
continued as we visited notable landmarks like
Bari Centrale, the main railway station; Palazzo
Mincuzzi, a historic palace once owned by the
prominent Bari family of merchants; and Teatro
Petruzzelli, the city’s grandest theatre and the
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fourth- 1argest in Italy. All of these bulldlngs were
beautifully adorned with rich historical
significance. We had a blast, and when I say “we

I’'m referring to the six cool buddies — George
from Germany, Vaishnavi from Belgium, Priya
Shan from the USA, and Manoj, Priyanka and
Vismaya from India including myself. Despite
our diverse backgrounds, we all bonded as
Indians abroad. After a tiring day of exploration,
we paused to replenish our energy. We found
McDonald’s where we savored burgers and then
the renowned Italian delicacy, Gelato — Italian ice
cream at its finest. Each spoonful of gelato
seemed to melt effortlessly in our mouth, a pure
gastronomic delight that left an everlasting
impression! With these historic masterpieces




etched in our hearts and the taste of gelato
lingering on our taste buds, it was time to bid
farewell to the city. We made our way back to
Riva Marina, and it’s worth noting that the sun
sets quite late in Italy, around 8 or 8:30 pm.
Dinner was typically finished by 7:30 pm, which
meant we had our dinner with the sun still shining
overhead. It was quite a contrast to the Ayurvedic
tradition of finishing dinner before sunset. By the
time we reached our destination at around 9 pm,
we weren’t hungry — our stomachs were full of
memories. Moving forward, the last day of the
school arrived on the 16th of June. We headed to
the morning lectures with heavy hearts after
enjoying a lavish breakfast. It’s worth noting that
the breakfast spread was a feast for the senses —
with tables laden with hundreds of options,

including cakes, juices, cappuccinos, pastries,
fruits, and more. The choices were endless, and
you could indulge to your heart’s content.
Throughout the day, we attended lectures,
engaged in discussions on various topics, and this
time I have bombarded the speakers with a
barrage of questions. However, the final part of
the school awaited us — the prize distribution
session and concluding thoughts. They once
again announced the winners, and while I was
among them, it didn’t bring a smile to my face,
Instead, I felt a profound sense of sadness as we
were on the brink of bidding farewell to this
extraordinary experience. Professor Vito
Puliafito’s closing remarks moved us to tears. His
emotional speech was filled with invaluable
insights, including statistics about the
participants from different parts of the world and
how fortunate we were to be selected for the
school, all funded by IEEE. Some participants,
including a few eminent speakers, hadn’t even

received their visas on time! As of September
19th, they still hadn’t reimbursed us, but that
didn’t dampen our spirits. We bid farewell to
almost everyone, handing over beautifully
written short notes to Prof. Vito as a token of our
appreciation for making it all happen. That night,
after dinner, we all danced together to different
Italian songs. We mimicked the steps alongside
professional dancers, and the festivities went on
until late night. It was heartwarming to see
professors, organizers, and scholars all dancing
together like crazy. The next day, my scheduled
flight was at 8:20 pm from Brindisi. After
checking out of my room, I spent the entire day
waiting at the reception. There, I had the pleasure
of meeting Prof. Sara Majetich from the USA, a
well-known professor in our field. We spent the
entire day discussing various aspects of
academia, industry, presentation skils,
communication skills, and many more. It was an
incredibly valuable 6 to 8 hours spent talking to
her, learning from her, receiving feedback on my
presentations, and gaining insights even from
what I considered a subpar talk. Thanks to Sara, I
left with a deeper understanding of various
aspects of our field and even beyond that. As the
hours passed, and boredom set in from sitting
around for so long, we decided to take a colorful
toy train to a nearby beach. It was a lovely way to
sepend some time by the beautiful beaches one
last time, all while engaging in constant chit-chat.
As my journey drew to a close, I left Brindisi,
Italy, for Zurich, Switzerland. Unfortunately, the
flight was delayed by over an hour, so I reached
Zurich around 11:30 pm, nearly an hour behind
schedule. This left me with a layover of
approximately 12 hours in Zurich before my next
flight, scheduled for 9:55 am the next day. [ had a
pre-planned visit to Switzerland and was headed
to Sourav da’s residence in Brugg, which was
about a 1.5-hour train ride from Zurich Airport.
Sourav da had thoughtfully sent me train tickets in
advance. [ was slightly nervous about catching
the train as my internet wasn’t working, and my
schedule had been delayed due to the flight. I was
also concerned about making it back well before
my next flight the next day. In the train,  managed
to convince a fellow passenger to share his
hotspot with me so that I could message Sourav
da. Convincing him was quite an achievement, as
he didn’t understand English, and I couldn’t
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comprehend German or Swiss German. Still, I
managed to convey my need — a testament to my
street-smart skills!!! To my surprise, when I
arrived at Brugg station at around 12:30 am, not
only Sourav da and Nabanita boudi but also
Sushmita di and two more alumni from IACS
were there to greet me. They took me to thier
house, where they served me a delicious meal of
rice and Chicken. It was a treat, especially since [
hadn’t had rice in a while. We chated about
various aspects of school, lab work, and more,
particularly with Sourav da. I managed to get a
few hours of sleep before waking up at 5:30 am to
begin my journey back to India. Boudi prepared
tea for me and gave me some fruits and nuts to
break my fast from the night before. Sourav da
dropped me off at the Brugg station. The trains in
Switzerland were incredibly spacious compared
to the ones in India, and even though I hadn’t slept
much the night before, the breathtaking views
from the train window kept me wide awake and
filled with joy. How could I possibly sleep when I
was in one of the most beautiful countries in the
world ? I observed every detail of the
mesmerizing secenery outside the window and
cherished evey moment of the journey. I reached
Zurich before 7:45 am and checked in. It was then
that I discovered there were electronic zones
where you could generate a code using your
boarding pass to connect to the airport’s free Wi-
Fi. Imade a long-awaited phone call to my mother
and bought plenty of chocolates from Zurich’s
duty-free shops. Despite their high prices, I
couldn’tresist the allure of Swiss chocolate. After
making my purchases, [ boarded the flight back to
Mumbai. An interesting situation arose during the
flight. I had deliberately chosen a window seat to
enjoy the views of Switzerland. However, a
couple who had just finished their honeymoon in
this beautiful land wanted to sit together, with me
in between them. Despite their multiple requests,
I chose to be a bit selfish this time, not giving up
my seat. I wanted to soak in the breathtaking
beauty of the snow-covered mountains and the
solitary roads winding through lush landscapes.
The eight-hour flight was comfortable, with
timely servings of food, juices, and snacks. This
time, in addition to the visual display board I
mentioned earlier, I spent some time watching
movies and playing games on the personal screen
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provided to each passenger. It was a fun and
enjoyable journey. Time flew by, and I landed in
Mumbai at 9:40 pm, IST. I spent the entire night at
the airport, wandering around, sitting in quiet
corners, and even taking a late-night trip to Juhu
Beach. The next day, I caught an early morning
flight at 6 am and finally reached my destination,
Kolkata Airport, at 8:45 am on the 19th of June.

Now, as I wrap up this rollercoaster of a
journey, I can’t help but chuckle at the whirlwind
of experiences, emotions, and new found love for
exploring that this trip has brought into my life.
You see, there was some nervousness, sure, and a
dash of excitement as I embarked on this grand
adventure — my first journey outside my home
country, and to top it all, I was flying solo. But
what followed was a delightful concoction of fun,
learning, and expeiencing different cultures, all
washed down with those endless hours of long
flights and the notorious jet lag — my not-so-
welcome travel companion. But you know what
they say, the best stories often come from the
unexpected, the unplanned, and the unknown.
And boy, did I collect a treasure trove of
memories that I’1l cherish for the rest of my life!
As I pen down these words, I'm not just
recounting my adventures; I’m inviting you to
step into my shoes, to embark on this journey with
me, and to dive headfirst into the world of
unknown roads, majestic mountains, pristine
beaches, and captivating cultures —all through the
power of your imagination. Because, you see, this
journey transformed me from that regular boy to
an enthusiastic explorer over the course of my
PhD tenure. It’s proof that sometimes, all it takes
is that one trip, that one leap into the unknown, to
discover a whole new side of yourself. And now,
as I look back at where it all began, I can’t help but
marvel at the beauty of it all — the transformation,
the growth, and the sheer joy of being a part of this
incredible world we call our own. So, dear reader,
as you join me on this adventure through words
and memories, | hope you find a piece of yourself
in these tales. I hope you’re inspired to take that
leap, book that ticket, and explore the uncharted
territories of your dreams. Because life is an
adventure, and the world is waiting for you to
discover it. Just like I did. From a boy who had
never seen the sea to an explorer of new horizons
— that’s my journey, and I hope it’s a story that
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MATH SUDOKU

Ankita Rojariya
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CULTURAL ACTIVITIES OF THE CENTRE : 2023-2024

Pritam Roy & Anusree Sen

Bose Fest : 2023

The S. N. Bose National Centre for Basic
Sciences (SNBNCBS) is an independent research
institution focused on fundamental sciences,
honouring the esteemed physicist Prof. Satyendra
Nath Bose. At SNBNCBS, scholars are highly
motivated and dedicated to advancing scientific
knowledge. In addition to their academic
pursuits, researchers also showcase their talents
through various cultural activities. These
activities, organized primarily by the centre’s
recreation club, Muktangan, serves as a platform
for artistic expression, fostering a vibrant
community where scholars can nurture their
talents beyond the realm of academia.

Bose Fest 2023 and 2024 were both
celebrated with great enthusiasm, much like in
previous years. In 2023, the festival took place
from March 1st to March 3rd, while in 2024, it
was held from February 22nd to February 24th,
drawing active participation from both academic
and non-academic members of the Centre. This
annual event serves as a platform primarily for
young researchers to showcase their scientific
and cultural endeavours. Over the first two days,
PhD students and postdocs from the institute
presented their research findings through oral and
poster presentations. The event’s primary
objective is to foster an environment of
collaboration and knowledge exchange among
research scholars, encouraging them to explore
diverse research areas and engage in constructive
scientific dialogues.

Besides the scientific proceedings, the Bose
Fest celebrations on March 2nd featured a cultural
performance by the Bengali folk band “Dohar.”
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“Dohar” Band at Bose Fest 2023

Additionally, the ‘Bosons’ of Muktangan
curated a deeply moving cultural program during
Bose Fest 2023. This soul-stirring event took
place in the afternoon of March 3rd, 2023 at the
playground near the West Gate of SNBNCBS,
Salt Lake.

The program commenced with a beautiful
inaugural dance performed by Anusree Sen.
Following this, the audience was inspired by
motivational speeches delivered by our Director,
Prof. Tanusri Saha Dasgupta, and Registrar, Ms.
Shohini Majumder. The event proceeded with a
prize-giving ceremony honouring the winners
from various sports tournaments, as well as
recognizing outstanding oral and poster
presenters. Next, there was a wonderful recitation
named “Chithhi” by Tanima Nandi. the following
performance was a special group musical
performance by Anwesha Chakrabarty, Arnab
Mukherjee, and Sudip Chakrabarty. Thereafter,
we had a captivating recitation on mental health
titled “Amar Atmahattya” by Ananya
Chakrabarty. Then there was a mesmerizing
group dance performance by Anusree Sen,
Debayan Mondal, and Swarnali Hait on “Hey
Katha Sangram Ki”.

The subsequent performance featured a
fusion of music and recitation named ‘“Prothom
Alo” by Pallabi Roy and Soham Sen. Then, we
had a group performance featuring a social
comedy drama titled “Narak Gulzar” written by
Manoj Mitra. The portrayal included
performances by Ardhendu Pal, Anupam Gorai,



Jayarshi Bhattacharya, Sudip Chakrabarty,
Soumen Mondal, Sabuj Mandal, Bidhan
Kumbhakar, Prapti Mukherjee, and Sourav
Mondal.

A Glimpse of the Drama

Next, there was a solo recitation by Indrani
Bhattacharya, titled “Ami sei Meye”. Then we
had a fusion of music and recitation by Pallabi
Roy and Suravi Pal.

The cultural event reached its peak with an
outstanding contemporary performance titled
“The Cultural Heritage of India” executed by the
team comprising Debayan Mondal, Anusree Sen,
Avanti Chakraborty, Swarnali Hait, Anupam
Gorai, Swapnomoy Pramanik, Rudra Prasad
Sarkar, Arpita Jana, Amrita Mandal, Riya Barick,
Snehamayee Hazra, and Sakshi Caudhary.

Group Dance Performers

Next, Arun Kumar Das performed a recitation
titled “Rasta Chharo”. The event concluded with
“A Special Musical Performance” performed by
our SNB Music Band, featuring Soham Sen,
Sudip Chakrabarty, Soham Saha, Shovan Dev
Mondal, Rahul Haque, Nishant Garg, Koustav
Dutta, Purushottam Majhi and Prapti Mukherjee .

R A N
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The Special Musical Performance

Ananya Chakrabarty and Soham Saha
masterfully guided the entire cultural programme
on March 3rd, infusing it with a blend of joy and
entertainment.

gret ;-u#‘-'.:".f.-' e
A Subset of SNB Family at Bose Fest 2023
Bose Fest : 2024

During Bose Fest 2024, the festivities were
enriched with cultural delights. On February
23rd, attendees were treated to a mesmerizing
performance by Monomoy Bhattacharya, adding
a melodious touch to the celebration.
Furthermore, on the afternoon of February 24th,
2024, near the West Gate of SNBNCBS, Salt
Lake, the ‘Bosons’ of Muktangan curated a
deeply moving cultural program, fostering a
sense of unity and camaraderie among
participants, much like previous years. The
program commenced with a captivating
inaugural song performed by Soham Sen.
Following this, the audience was inspired by
motivational speeches delivered by esteemed
figures including our Director. Prof. Tanusri Saha
Dasgupta, Dean of Academic programme, Prof.
Amitava Lahiri, Dean of Faculty, Prof. Anjan
Barman, and Registrar, Ms. Shohini Majumder.
The event culminated with a prize-giving
ceremony honouring winners from various sports
tournaments, as well as recognizing outstanding
oral and poster presenters.
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Despite facing historical suppression, women
emerge resiliently, embodying limitless potential
as nurturers, companions, and trailblazers.

Following the prize distribution program, our
institute’s research scholars, including Anupam
Gorai, Swarnali Hait, Debayan Mondal, Avanti
Chakraborty, Anushree Sen, Saheli Mukherjee,
Bipasha Hazra, and Sayanti Mondal, delivered an
outstanding group dance performance based on
theme “Women Empowerment”.

“Women Empowerment” Dance Perfomance

The next performance was a group special
titled “Mastermoshai” paying tribute of Prof. S.
N. Bose by his iconic student, Bhanu
Bandapadhyay.

A glimpse 0f “Mastermoshai”

The performers included Rajdeep Biswas,
Pritam Roy, Madhurita Das, Pallabi Roy, Ritam
Mahanta, Prof. Suman Chakraborty, Rima Ghosh,
and Rupayan Saha.

The next performance featured two soulful
Bengali songs, “Amar Bhitoro Bahire” and
“Alada Alada Sob” rendered by Dr. Indrani
Bhattacharya. Afterward, there was a semi-
classical dance performance by Ananya
Chakraborty and Debayan Mandal.

Following that, a humorous Bengali audio
drama titled “Paka Dekha” was performed by
Pallabi Roy & Rajdeep Biswas. Subsequently, a
solo dance performance on the song “Mitwa” was
presented by Sayanti Mandal. This was followed
by a Hindi song performed by Suranjana
Chakraborty, Afterwards, there was a special
group performance involving dance and
recitation titled “Bosonto ke Sakkhi Rekhe” by
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Anusree Sen & Pallabi Roy. the next performance
feautred a social comedy drama titled “Lakh
Takar Swopno” written and directed by Rupam
Porel. The brilliant potrayal included
performances by Rupam Porel, Ardhendu Pal,
Anuradha Seth, Anupam Gorai, Jayarshi

Bhattacharya, Dhananjoy Ghosh, Bipasha Hazra,
Suvodip Mukhejee, Koushik Das, Sourik Dutta,
Sudip Chakrabarty, Pritam Roy, Kapil Gope, and
Swarnali Hait.

A Glimpse of The Drama

Next, there was a solo recitation by Ananya
Chakraborty, featuring a self-written poem.
Again, there was a semi-classical dance
performance to the song “Apne Hi Rang De” by
Bidisha Sarkhel. Following that, there was a solo
singing performance of “Badrang Mein Satranga
Hai Yeh Ishq Re” by Soma Dutta.

The cultural event reached its peak with an
outstanding contemporary dance and acting
performance titled “Transition of Bollywood
Songs (1970’st02020’s)” executed by the team

A Glimpse of Transition of Bollywood Songs
comprising Debayan Mondal, Anusree Sen,
Avanti Chakraborty, Swarnali Hait, Anupam
Gorai, Saheli Mukherjee, Bipasha Hazra, Sayanti

Mondal, Rajdeep Biswas, Debojit Sen,
Swapnamoy Pramanik, Dhananjoy Ghosh,
Kousik Das, Rudra Prasad Sarkar and Arun
Kumar Das.

And finally, the event concluded with “A
Mashup of Regional Songs Representing the
Cultural Richness of India” performed by our
SNB Music Band, featuring Soham Sen, Shinjini



Paul, Sudip Chakrabarty, Soham Saha, Shovan
Dev Mondal, Soumyadipta Chakraborty, and
Soma Dutta.
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The Special Musical Performance

Suranjana Chakraborty and Arpita Jana
skilfully anchored the entire cultural program on
February 23rd, infusing it with fun and
entertainment. Similarly, on February 24th,
Suranjana Chakraborty and Asesh Bera took
charge, ensuring the event was brimming with
amusement and enjoyment. We extend our
gratitude for the technical assistance provided by
Arpita Jana, Sourav Mandal, Archisman Sinha
during the cultural program.

Simply offering a collective congratulation to
all members wouldn’t suffice for the success of

Bose Fest this year. Special recognition is due to
the students for spearheading the organization of
the fest, as well as the panel of judges for
dedicating their valuable time to every
discussion, presentation, and ensuring flawless
execution-a task among the most challenging in
the entire fest. It’s our aspiration that the

remarkable spirit of Bose Fest will continue to
inspire all our endeavours and relationships. We
anticipate that similar Occasions will become a
regular feature in the future.

A moment to Cherish : Our SNB Family
cheering together at Bose Fest 2024

A girl who loves to hide

Ananya Chakraborty

Netaji

Bipasha Hazra
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SPORTS ACTIVITY IN THE CENTRE : 2023-2024

Sports Activities in 2023

Coordinators : Shinjini Paul, Animesh Hazra

What force could be more potent, that binds a
group of individuals into a cohesive unit
transcending their personal limits, to secure
victory in a game ? In the hustle and bustle of our
daily lives sports activity promotes the unity and
integrity among the individuals. Sports not only
offers a means to counteract the detrimental
effects of'a sedentary routine but also essential for
a healthy and balanced life. Much like in many
other academic institutions, sports activities play
an integral role in the life of this centre. The
Annual Sports Tournament 2023 held at S. N.
Bose National Basic Science Centre was a
resounding success, bringing together students,
faculty, and staff in an atmosphere of enthusiasm
and camaraderie. The event, organized by the
“Sports Activity Wing” of Muktangan, was a
testament to the vibrant sporting culture of the
institution and its commitment to promoting
physical fitness and well-rounded development.
the endless efforts from all the sports organizers
helps us to conduct a glitch-free tournament this
year.

Sincere acknowledgment of Prof. Tanusri
Saha-Dasgupta (Director), Ms. Shohini
Majumder (Registrar), Mr. Debashish
Bhattacharjee (DR. Admin), Smt. Nibedita Konar
(DR Academic) for their endless supports and
positive attitude towards all sports activities.
Special thanks to Mr. Siddhartha Chatterjee, Mr.
Supriyo Ganguly, Mr. Suvendu Dutta, Mr.
Swarup Dutta, Mr. Amitava Palit to make the
events successful. Gratitude towards Mr.
Narayana Mondal and team for preparing
beautiful ground and Mr. Tanmoy Sil and team for
arrangements of lights. Finally, congratulation to
the entire SNB sports community for their
unwavering passion and commitment to sports.
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Intra-institute tournaments in 2023

Cricket Tournament (4-5th Feb, 2023)
Champions : Pratap Pal’s Team

Runners Up : Animesh Hazra’s Team

Best Batsman : Shubham Purwar

Best Fielder : Anirban Paul

Best Bowler : Pratap Pal

Emerging Player : Sabuj Mandal

Man of the Tournament : Shubham Purwar,
Tanmoy Chakraborty

Football Tournament (23-25th Jan, 2023)

Champions : Anirban Paul’s Team

Runners Up : Samir Rom’s Team

Emerging player : Sabuj Mandal, Pratap Pal
Best Goalkeeper : Jayarshi Bhattacharya
Best Defender : Sayan Ghose, Neeraj Kumar
Fair Play Award : Aishwaryo Ghosh

Man of the Tournament : Pritam Bag

Badminton Tournament (27-28th Jan, 2023)

Champions : Sayan Ghose’s Team

Runners Up : Jayarshi Bhattacharya’s Team
Emerging player : Sudip Pramanik, Rudra
Prasad Sarkar

Best Player Male : Sayan Ghosh

Best Player Female : Swarnali Hait

Table Tennis Tournament (6-7th July, 2023)

Champions : Soham Saha’s Team

Runners Up : Ardhendu Pal’s Team
Emirging Player : Ramkrishna Patra, Rudra
Prasad Sarkar

Man of the Tournament : Krishnendu Sinha

Carrom Tournament (4-5th July, 2023)

Emerging Player : Sudipta Mitra

Player of the Tournament : Subhrasish
Mukherjee

Doubles Champion : Banik’s Team
Dobles Runner-up : Avijit Mondal’s Team



SOME GLIMPSES OF THE SPORTS TOURNAMENTS IN 2023
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Cricket

Carrom
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Sports Activities in 2024
Coordinators : Bivas Mallick, Saheli Mukherjee

Another year passed; we are now in 2024. Sports
activities should never stop. It plays a crucial role
in one’s life. When one is stuck with monotonous
routine and mundane life-style, it is one of the
most effective stress busters. Apart from
improving one’s cognitive abilities and physical
health, it helps to lead a more disciplined and
courteous life. S. N. Bose National Centre for
Basic Sciences always provides a platform to
showcase talents and bring them to the forefront,
not only in the form of research, but also in the
form of various sports tournaments organized by
the centre. The continuation of this practice is
equally important. The annual tournaments held
at the centre helps to build a sense of social and
united connection. Like every year, the intra-
institute tournaments build a sense of social and
united connection. The intra-institute cricket and
badminton tournaments were held in 2024 by the
“Sports Activity wing” of Muktangan. The
endless efforts and enthusiasm from the
administrative staffs, students and the entire
sports community helped to conduct a vibrant and
smooth tournament. We are still in the middle of
the year 2024, more sports events are yet to be
announced.

Again, sincere acknowledgement to
Prof. Tanusri Saha-Dasgupta (Director), Ms.
Shohini Majumder (Registrar), Mr. Debashish
Bhattacharjee (DR Admin.), Smt. Nivedita Konar
(DR Academic) for their endless support and
positive attitude towards all sports activities.
Special thanks to Mr. Siddhartha Chatterjee, Mr.
Supriya Ganguly, Mr. Suvendu Dutta, Mr.
Swarup Dutta, Mr. Amitava Palit for making the
events successful. We are grateful to Mr. Narayan
Mondal and team for preparing a beautiful ground
and Mr. Tanmoy Sil and team for the arangement
oflights.
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Intra-institute tournaments in 2024

1. Intra-institute Cricket Tournament
(10-11th February, 2024)

Champion team members : Rafiqul Alam (C),

Amrit Kumar Mondal, Animesh Hazra,

Dubhajit Mondal, Soumya Ghorai,

Dhananjoy Ghosh, Bikram Das, Kapil Gope,

Abdul Aziz Mandal, Koushik Das,

Rakesh Halder

Runners-up team members : Bikram Baghira
©),

Anirban Paul, Banik Rai, Ritam Mahanta,

Md. Sanowaz Molla, Aritra Marick, Sabuj

Mandal, Sanatan Mandal, Haripada Sahoo,

Narayan Chandra Maity, Arun Kumar Maurya,

Aman Das.

Best batsmen : Anirban Paul, Subhajit Mondal

Best Bowler : Bikram Baghira

Best Fielder : Pratap Pal

Emerging players : Kapil Gope, Dhananjoy

Ghosh

Player ofthe tournament : Subhajit Mondal

2. Intra-institute Badminton Tournament
(17-18th February, 2024)

Champion team members : Sudip
Chakrabarty (C), Sudip Pramanik, Sudipta
Mitra, Anupam Gorai, Ramkrishna Patra,
Samrat Sen, Subhanker Dutta, Soham Saha,
Animesh Hazra, Soumita Chakraborty, Ananya
Chakraborty.

Runners-up members : Soumen Mandal (C),
Sayan Ghosh, Jayarshi Bhattacharya, Pratap
Pal, Md. Sanowaz Molla, Aman Das, Sahil
Gopalkrishna Naik, Koushik Das, Narayan
Chandra Maity, Dorothy Museo, Sayanti
Mondal

Player of the torunament (male) : Subhanker
Dutta

Player of the tournament (female) : Soumita
Chakraborty

Emerging player (male) : Subhajit Mondal

Emerging player (female)
Chakraborty

Ananya



SOME GLIMPSES OF THE SPORTS TOURNAMENTS IN 2024

Champions Runners-up
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Photo Fest : 2023

Anupam Gorai & Swarnali Hait

Like every year, this year's Photofest was organised again during the auspicious event of Bose Fest
2023. The event took place on 1st, 2nd, and 3rd of March, 2023. This year, we received a total of 248
entries with 99 entries in MO category, 79 entries in MT category, 30 entries in CO category, 20 entries
in CT category, 15 entries in PN category, and 5 entries in SC category from 103 individuals. The
photography theme of this year was "Pattern" and the winners by judges decision were Anindita
Mondal, Nirnay Samanta, Amrit Kumar Mondal, Sonali Sen, Sumanti Patra, Alik Panja, Debasis
Mitra, Arnab Mukherjee, and Prantik Nandi from MT category, Prantik Nandi, Shubhrasish Mukherjee,
Shashank Shekhar Pandey, Ramu Ghosh, Anusree Sen, Sanjay Ghosh, and Bikram Baghira from MO
category, Indranil Chakraborty and Dhiraj Tapader from CT category, Indrayani Patra and Dhiraj
Tapader from CO category, Shrabasti Banerjee, Shubhrasish Mukherjee, and Swarnali Hait from PN
category, Anwesha Chakraborty from SC category. The winners by People's voting were Anwesha
Chakraborty from MT, Ardhendu Pal from MO, Sreya Pal from CT, Subhankar Bera from CO,
Ardhendu Pal from PN, Sudip Chakrabarty from SC category.

Team Photofest 2023 is extremely grateful to our internal judges Mr. Rupam Porel and Mr. Gurudas
Ghosh for their generous time and enormous support towards Photofest 2023. The team thanks Mr.
Debarshi Duttagupta, current international brand ambassador of Fujifilm and managing Director of
East India Pharmaceutical Works Limited, for his help as an external judge in Photofest 2023. The team
thanks all the junior volunteers (Ishita Jana, Nishant Garg, Sudip Chakrabarty, Sudip Pramanik) for
helping with every work and the organizers Anupam Gorai and Swarnali Hait, on behalf of Visual Arts,
Muktangan for doing their job relentlessly.

Photo Fest : 2024

Gurudas Ghosh & Rupam Porel

Muktangan is a platform of various literary, cultural and sports activities conducted in SNBNCBS
campus throughout the year. Visual Arts Group of Muktangan, along with the Bose Fest Team,
organised Photo Fest 2024 during 23-24 February, 2024.

The Photo Fest 2024 was inaugurated at SNBNCBS campus by the Director, Prof. Tanusri Saha
Dasgupta, and the Registrar, Ms. Shohini Majumder on 23rd February, 2024.

Total 199 photographs, 17 paintings, and 6 sculptures and crafts were displayed, which are received
from the students, staff, faculty and alumni members, of the Centre. The Bose Fest is a festival of
science, but the number of entries in different categories and Photo Fest visitors reflects the interest of
SNBNCBS members in art and culture and also their creative minds.

The Photo Fest team is extremely grateful to all the artists for their spontaneous participation. The team
is also grateful to Mr. Debarshi Duttagupta, for performing his duty of external judge in Photo Fest
2024 in spite of his busy schedule. Last but not the least, the photofest team thanks to all the visitors of
Photo Fest 2024. We hope that the cooperation and support will continue in coming years.
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PHOTO FEST 2024
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Mirror of soul Ananya Chakraborty

Abdul Aziz Mandal
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Abdul Aziz Mandal

Abdul Aziz Mandal
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Sweta Ghosh

Anusree Sen
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Voyagers Arnab Mukherjee
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Mystic Woods. Shaheerah Shahid

The celestial city Shaheerah Shahid
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Title- The colourfull Cosmos (From my Anwesha Chakraborty
memory of Corfu, Greece)
Medium - Acrylic on Canvas

Campus Sourav Mondal
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Sumanti Patra
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Sunset Asesh Bera
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Reflection Aripita Jana
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SCRF (BT M A Diraj Tapader Triveni Diraj Tapader

LSl Abha Mahato
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Howrah Bridge: Hanging Heart of the City of Joy Renu Singh

Mesmerizing Sunset on the river bank of Hooghly Renu Singh
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